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QUEST TONNA THE 
on 
DISSEMINATION OF SCIENTIFIC INFORMATION 


Section 901 of the ational Defense Education Act of 1958 provides 
that: "The Wationel Science Fowriation shall establish a Science Information 
Service. ‘The Foundation, through such Service, shall (1) provide, or arrange 
for the provision of, indexing, abstracting, translating and other services 
to more effective dissemination of scientific information, and 
(2) wetertake programs to develop new or improved methods, including mech- 
anised systens, for making aclentific informtion availeble," 


It appears thet there are a number of agencies, both in and ont of 
Government, engsged in all or part of the functions in which the National 
Science Foundation hes a directed interest. It is proposed to determine 
to what degree these functions are integrated, the emount of supervision 
or coordination exercised by the National Science Foundation, and to deter- 
mine which, if , of these functions ere not being performed in an 
adequate manner ough lack of personnel, facilities, funds or authority. | 

In these days of intense competition between the countries of the Western 
world and those of Commnist affiliation, it is witally important to take 
all reasonable steps to insure that American selentists are provided with 
the best scientific informtion of that available throughout the world. | 
Tt is with thie purpose in mind thet informetion hearings are being | 
scheduled before the House Committee on Soience and Astronautics. 


Tae following questions have been directed to individuals considered 
authorities in this eran. Their answers are intended to serve as a mems 
of determining the proper scope of hearings and s Hst of witnesses. 

Name of individual interviewed: | 


Organization and ewamry of duties: 


1. (a) Are we able to obtain copies of a1] significant scientific pepers 
published outside this country? Qualify your answer. 


(>) What agencies collect and by what means? 


(c) Is there adequate authority and assignment of responsibility for 
the collection of scientific documents? 
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2. (a) Wheat Government end privete agencies are engaged in the indexing 
am abstracting ef scientific documnts recelved from cutside 
this country? 


(>) Are our efforts adequate and uniform in quality? 


(e} Bow is information concerning the documents indexed and abstracted 
provided to eppropriate American seientists? 


{4) Bow moch time does it take, on the average, to index, abstract and 
inform the American selentific commmnity of the existence of foreign 
sotentific publications? 


3. Prior to World Wer ITT many of the most important of the world scientific 
reports were published in "nglish, French or German. For thie reason a 
ljarge percentage of Amerioan scientists are proficient. in either German 
or French. 


(a) Im your opinion, what. percentage of the important current scientific 
trentises are available in one of these three languages? 


(») If availiable in Germn or French, ie there, in your opinion, any 
need for trangiation? 


{(o) What countries are producing scientific publiestions of interest 
pad a séientiste in lenguages other than En¢liah, Serman or 
h 


(4) Are translation services adequate in this country? 
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) ' tion 
long on the average, dose 1t take to obtein # transis 
= a doounent worthy of translation? 


' He cost, for the 
te meme available, at reasona | Pops 
(f) dre there adeque iaregeepionig et - - 
individual toes foreign scientific document of which he beco 
axvere? 


‘ation services? 
(g) What should be done, if anything, to improve trans 


. Should there be 3 Hational Selence Library, %8 sock? 


i 


; the overall 
opinion what the greatest weaknesses in 
Bi EY ae of acquiring, Sedaxtng , anstracting, transiating and 
Fh coeminst ing of scientific documents? 


ts) dat steps for improvesent do you saggest? 


: ron consider to 
t other individuals (give agenoy or organization) do yo 
7. Wher totending authorities in this field 
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SENDER WILL CHECK CLASSIFICATION TOP ANO BOTTOM 


|_| UNCLASSIFIED | | CONFIDENTIAL | | SECRET 


CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP 


NAME AND ADDRESS 


Mr. John Warner g= 
i ee 2 aes eT ee 
Bee: _— 


STAT 


4 
2 ene NIE ee 


| faction | Direct Reply | | PREPARE REPLY | 
|__[approval || sparc | [RECOMMENDATION _| 
| [comment | fc 


|__| CONCURRENCE 


INFORMATION SIGNATURE 


Remarks: 


Hearings are starting next week I believe. 


if CIA gets called, questions would presumably 


follow lines of the attached questionnaire. 


Paul A. Borel 


FOLD HERE TO RETURN TO SENDER 
FROM: NAME, ADDRESS AND PHONE NO. 


B es “Forni 30-4 , 
which may be used. U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE ; 1955 —O-342531 
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STATEMENT OF 
PAUL A. BOREL, ASSISTANT LIRECTOR FOR CENTRAL REFERENCE 
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE AND ASTRONAUTICS 
__.., VUNE 1959 
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